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Maricopa County, Arizona is one of the nations largest counties. The County's population ranks 7th

in the nation with over 2.2 million and is the fastest growing of the top 10 counties. Our

geographical area spans a vast 9228 square miles of desert and mountainous terrain. The large

population base and expansive geographical area requires the County to be extremely dependent on

radio communications to service the public.

The County is a member of APCO Inc. and supports the efforts of APCO Project 25 and the

comments that APCO has submitted to the FCC relating to PR Docket No. 92-235. The County

feels that APCO Inc. has sufficiently stated our position on the technical issues of PR Docket No.

92-235. However, APCD Inc. could not represent it's members on the financial impact that would

be caused by the adoption of FCC Part 88 as written.

As with most other governmental entities, Maricopa County is struggling under a current repressed

economy. The State and Federal Governments mandate programs down to the local government

level without providing for the funding of the programs. As far as the County is concerned, the

new FCC Part 88 is nothing more than another Federally mandated, non-funded program that is
being passed down to the local government level.

The County can not afford to install the new radio communications sites to make up for the

crippling lack of coverage that we will suffer with a 5.0 watt Effective Radiated Power. The

average height above terrain for the County varies widely and is spread over 9228 square miles.

The problem is that the County is not flat with mountain peaks dispersed. We have canyons and

arroyos and need higher than a 5.0 watt ERP to provide for a 5.0 microvolt receive carrier level. In

fact it may not be logistically possible to built new communications sites in areas of the County to
make up for the loss of the higher ERP.



r---

PR Docket No. 92-235 COMMENTS

February 15, 1993

Page 2

The fact is that it will cost Maricopa County, ultimately it's citizens, $10,000,000 to replace

existing radio equipment with new narrow band equipment. If we have to reduce ERP we are

looking at costs exceeding $30,000,000 in the construction of new radio sites to provide the

needed coverage. That is if we can build sites that will provide the required coverage.

Several offices within Maricopa County depend on radio communications to provide services to the

public. Among these services are Public Safety (Sheriff &. Civil Defense), Health (Medical Center)

and Transportation (Highway &. Flood Control). The financial effects of FCC Part 88 will severely

cripple the services that these organizations provide to the public.

Maricopa County understands the need for better spectrum efficiency. We would only hope that

the Federal Communications Commission would consider the costs related to the implementation of

FCC Part 88. We believe that the comments of APeD Inc. could be incorporated into a migration

plan of a modified FCC Part 88.

Sincerely,

W~Z-~
William E. Cassels,

Director
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